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FOUNDING STATEMENT

Since 2004 the Techno-Ocean Award has been awarded to individuals
who have made a large contribution to ocean related activities or who
have provided significant support to the realization of Techno-Ocean
Network policies and various Techno-Ocean Network activities.

TECHNO-OCEAN AWARD 2025 CITATION

On graduating from Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology in 1968,
TABATA Hideo joined IDEA Consultants, Inc. becoming President and Representa-
tive Director in 1989, then Chairman in 2003 He established IDEA's technological
framework, achieving stable management while balancing social infrastructure
formation with environmental conservation. He has also devoted himself to human
resource development, resulting in numerous PhD holders being appointed.

Dr. Tabata has played a central role in the maritime industry serving numerous
public councils and organizations including the Council for Ocean Development
(Japan) and the Japan Business Federation (Keidanren). Through collaborations
between government, academia and industry, he has contributed to the development
of ocean policy and industrial infrastructure.

Aligned with Japan's ‘Basic Plan on Ocean Policy’, Dr. Tabata's company has
implemented next-generation underwater mobility systems such as AUVs. In 2019,
IDEA became Japan'’s first private company to develop and introduce a hovering-type
AUV called “YOUZAN". This has found practical applications in multiple fields
including ocean energy, seabed mineral resources, offshore wind power, and fisheries.
Furthermore, through the Strategic Innovation Promotion (SIP) Ocean program, and
by helping establish the ‘new Horizon Ocean Research & Technology Co., Ltd’
(n-HORT), IDEA is creating new industries, using effective industry-academia-
government collaborations and wider network building.

To pursue sustainable development requires marine-related companies to confront
many challenges. Dr. Tabata has set a positive example to other companies through
his ability to combine stable, continuous commercial success with research and
development. The same can also be said for his introduction and implementation of
new technologies. Indeed, his initiatives are now the foundation that supports Japan's
marine industry development.

Since 2024, as part of the “TON OCEANS Japan Pavilion’ Management Office, Dr.
Tabata has also played a significant role in advancing Techno-Ocean’s domestic and
international network.

From both industry and business standpoints TABATA Hideo's contribution over
the years is truly remarkable and he is deemed to more than fully meet the requirements
to receive the prestigious Techno-Ocean Award. So, it is with great pleasure that the
Selection Committee honors him with this award.



