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FOUNDING STATEMENT

Since 2004 the Techno-Ocean Award has been awarded to individuals
who have made a large contribution to ocean related activities or who
have provided significant support to the realization of Techno-Ocean

Network policies and various Techno-Ocean Network activities.
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Yutaka Michida's main research themes are the structure and variability of ocean surface
currents, and the transport, diffusion, and dispersion of objects by ocean currents. From
2011 till 2015, he served as Vice-President of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Oceano-
graphic Commission (IOC) - only the second Japanese national to be elected to the post in
40 years - where he was instrumental in coordinating international tsunami-related
projects.

Notably, as Chairman of the Working Group on "Tsunami and Sea Level-Related Disaster
Warning Systems', he hosted four important meetings on international coordination of
tsunami warnings around the already 50-year established Pacific Tsunami Warning
System, with wider systems prompted by the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami. He has
organized such discussions for three ocean areas (including Indian) and, ultimately, contrib-
uted significantly to the development of tsunami warning systems all around the world,
including the start of system operations for each ocean area as well as the Pacific.

Additionally, Professor Machida was pivotal in submitting the 2017 proposal to the United
Nations General Assembly for the "UN. Decade of Ocean Science”. This has set seven
societal outcomes directly tied to SDGs aiming to resolve our serious marine challenges
via the strong promotion of ocean science. He had led the domestic promotion of these
interests since 2009 as part of the Japan National Committee for the U.N. Decade of Ocean
Science. Since 2019 he has been a project leader for The Nippon Foundation and the
University of Tokyo, promoting activities to tackle marine plastics. He is a much-respected
authority on this issue both in Japan and overseas.

Yutaka Michida's achievements to date are substantial and he more than satisfies the
evaluation criteria and standards of excellence worthy of recognition by the Techno-Ocean
Award.



